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THE CYBER SUMMIT TELEVISION DEBATE 
ON THE DIGITAL DIVIDE 

ON BBC WORLD
GET INVOLVED!

SEND YOUR QUESTIONS TO HIGH POWERED PANEL
What are the most important concerns of the emerging information society?

In the digital age, do ordinary people have enough and easy access to information that really matters?

Can information and communications technologies (ICTs) help reduce poverty, enhance education, add value to livelihoods – or do they widen existing disparities in society?

Is the Digital Divide distracting donors and political leaders from the far deeper and wider Analog Divides that have affected society for decades?
Despite an explosion of radio and TV channels, why do poor people have less access to media now than a decade ago?

The forthcoming World Summit on the Information Society – now called Cyber Summit – is an opportunity to raise and debate these and many other critical questions.

The Summit is being convened by the United Nations at the highest level, involving heads of state. Thousands of policy makers, decision makers and leaders from government, industry and civil society are expected to attend the first phase of the Summit to be held in Geneva from December 10 to 12.

Now you have an opportunity to pose your questions to some of these leaders gathering in Geneva. TVE is organising a high level television debate on key issues of the Information Society. The debate will be recorded in Geneva with a live studio audience on 11 December. It will be broadcast on BBC World – the global satellite TV channel – on Saturday, December 13, at 0810, 1210 and 2010 hrs GMT. Arrangements are also being made to webcast the debate live on the Internet.
TVE is inviting everyone to send in questions for the debate – the best ones will be posed to the panel that will have representatives from governments, civil society, United Nations and the private sector.
Confirmed panellists for the debate are:

· Mark Malloch Brown, Administrator of the United Nations Development Programme and Chair of the UN Development Group

· Kanak Dixit, editor and publisher of Himal South Asian magazine, Kathmandu, Nepal

· Jose Maria Figueres Olsen, former President of Costa Rica and Senior Managing Director of the World Economic Forum Switzerland

· Per-Kristian (Kris) Halvorsen, Vice President and Director of the Solutions and  Director of the Solutions and Technology Centre, Hewlett Packard Laboratories

· Amar Leo Moggie, Minster for Energy, Communications and Multimedia, Malaysia

· Lyndall Shope-Mafole, Chairperson of National Presidential Commission on Information and Communications Technology for Sustainable Development, South Africa

To participate in this global event, send your questions to the Debate Moderator Mishal Husain of BBC World to email address <mail@earthreport.info> 

Questions may be sent right up to the date of the debate, and while the debate is being webcast live as well.
The debate is part of TVE’s long-running Earth Report series airing first on BBC World and rebroadcast on dozens of regional and national channels around the world. It is now the world’s only truly global programme series looking at the state of the planet and discussing sustainable development issues on a weekly basis. 
Established in 1984, TVE is a non-profit organisation that works globally to use the broadcast and new media to raise awareness on sustainable development and social justice issues. 
For more information, visit these websites:

Briefing on issues:   
http://www.tve.org




http://www.adip.net
WSIS official website:    
http://www.itu.int/wsis
Debate Daily website:    
http://www.dailysummit.net
For local broadcast times:
http://www.bbcworld.com
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